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Present were the following 37 members of the Branch: 
 

Brian Anderson, Kathleen Bruce, Sheila Cameron, Lynne Cursiter,  Pam Dignan, 
Edna Ewen, Anne Findlay, Gail Fraser, Clare Grycuk, Stan Grycuk,  Martha Harris, 
Violet Lorimer, David MacKenzie, Lesley Martin, Heather McDonald, Linda 
McDonald, Fiona McIver, Heather McKenna, Isobel McMillan, Martin Milne, June 
Rae, June Raitt, Annie Robertson, Anna Smail, James Stott, Walter Sutherland, 
Evelyn Swanson, Fiona Taylor, Vera Tocher, Eileen Watson, James Watson, Fiona 
Wilson, James Wilson, Lynn Wood, Bruce Wyer, Lynda Wyer, Doris Young. 
 
1 Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
Clare Grycuk, Chairman, welcomed members and especially our President 
Lesley Martin to the Aberdeen Branch’s 93rd AGM and made the following 
remarks: 
 
Good evening everyone and a very warm welcome to the RSCDS Aberdeen 
AGM and I’m delighted to see you all and I’m especially delighted to welcome 
Lesley Martin, our President. 
 
When I first became chair there were a number of areas that I felt we needed 
to further develop to grow the Branch and this year a number of new 
initiatives have been launched which have been worthwhile. Aberdeen has 
always been a successful Branch with a total of 184 members and a healthy 
bank balance and that’s in no small measure to the hard work of long-
standing members. For this reason we felt their support should be 
acknowledged. 
 
It was with this in mind that we decided on an afternoon tea party to thank 
those members who have contributed so much to the Branch over the years. 
The afternoon at the Treetops Hotel was a success for several reasons; it 
enabled those no longer able to dance to meetup with old friends and to feel 
part of the Scottish Country Dance family again. It was an opportunity for the 
committee to thank everyone for their support whether it be teaching, playing 
music, nurturing new dancers or helping out quietly behind the scenes. It was 
also an event which showcased our young dancers and their commitment to 
dancing, which leads me nicely to our future in the Aberdeen Branch. 
 
We felt on committee that our young dancers should have a higher profile, 
since they are the absolute future of SCD and therefore we invited the 
Craigiebuckler and the City Moves class to give demonstrations at the Spring 
and Xmas dances and the afternoon tea party. It was delightful to watch their 
energy, precision and enthusiasm, it grows their confidence and it unites the 
branch intergenerationally. With the future in mind we are sponsoring Louise 
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Msika and Paul McKnight to complete their teaching certificate and 
furthermore we are delighted to fulfill a request from Craigiebuckler to send 
two of our young dancers to Summer School. I really feel these initiatives are 
the way forward for the Branch. 
 
In terms of actual dancing, we decided this year to reinstate the Winter 
Socials. It was somewhat a gamble as they had stopped previously due to 
low numbers but nevertheless, nothing ventured, nothing gained and I’m 
pleased to report that people really enjoyed dancing on the Sunday 
afternoons with a number of beginners attending their first big ‘dance’ helped 
and encouraged by the more experienced dancers, who I should like to 
thank. Again I believe this is the way forward for the Branch, supporting and 
nurturing new dancers in the hobby that we all love. 
 
Speaking of dancing there have been many successes this year in the 
Aberdeen and Newcastle Festivals with trophies across the board from the 
under 16s to the over 60s and all ages and levels in between, from the very 
advanced SCD to our talented ceilidh class. Well done to everyone for flying 
the flag for Aberdeen. Furthermore, hot off the press, the Craigiebuckler class 
have just completed a set of videos of dances which will be used to train 
assessors globally for the Advanced and Very Advanced DAA. A great deal 
of work was undertaken to put this together by the teachers, musician and the 
young dancers and this is a huge accolade for the Branch. 
 
It is the way of the world that it never stands still and neither should we, so 
we have looked at ways to raise our social media profile. Our Facebook site 
is very active with news, information, pictures and videos. We have used the 
‘meetup’ platform to advertise our classes and this has enhanced our status 
online making Aberdeen RSCDS more prominent and accessible. Our 
website now has pictures of your committee so dancers can put names to 
faces. We have produced flyers giving reasons to join the RSCDS and finally 
to promote SCD in the North East, we have put details of affiliated and non-
affiliated groups on the website so that anyone looking for dancing can easily 
access a group. This is especially useful for visitors, and on that note we no 
longer charge entry to visitors at the Summer Socials as a way of welcoming 
them to the Branch. 
 
I am pleased to report that our Branch Award this year went to Lynn Wood for 
her long standing secretarial work of 17 years. Lynn’s contribution is 
invaluable to the Branch and I would personally like to express my sincere 
thanks. 
 
Another couple of initiatives; we are fortunate in that we are able, this year, to 
provide musicians for all the classes which is a huge asset for the teachers 
and a great help for beginners. 
 
We have purchased two hands free microphones which are in constant use 
and again proving to be an asset when the teachers are demonstrating. 
 
And finally I have visited all the adult classes over the year and have really 



RSCDS Aberdeen Branch AGM Minutes 2019 

Page 3 of 9 
 

RSCDS Aberdeen Branch is a Registered Charity No: SC024738 
 

 

enjoyed watching the sheer pleasure that everyone gains from the music, the 
teaching, the dancing, the friendships formed and the sense of wellbeing that 
Scottish Country dancing gives. It has been a busy year but very enjoyable 
for me and to be honest it is because the committee are very hard working, 
good natured, and open to ideas and for that I would like to thank them 
sincerely. Three committee members have finished their term of office and I 
should like to thank Edna Ewen, Jean Martin and Paul McKnight for being 
active committee members and contributing knowledgeably at every meeting. 
There will be cheese and wine after the meeting, another initiative, and a 
chance to socialise informally. 
 

1.1 Apologies for absence were received from the Honorary Vice-President  

Jane Leys and 33 other members as follows:  
 
Margaret Alexander, Emma Allsop, Aileen Appleyard, Sheila Bain, Gladys 
Ball, Morag Barclay, Liz Bulloch, Robert Clarke, Gary Coull, Bob Drummond, 
David Eastwood, Lezley Graham, Jackie Keith, Max Keith, Ken Lawton, Sally 
Lawton, Magdaleine Leiper, Theresa MacVarish, Paul McKnight, Gordon 
McRuvie, Jean Martin, Joyce Mutch, George Rae, Mary Robinson, Sally 
Russell, Alan Smail, Bib Stephen, Norman Stephen, Billy Stuart, Betty White, 
Eric White, Angela Young. 
 

1.2 Approval of the Minute of Previous Annual General Meeting 
The minute of the Meeting of 11th June 2018 had been circulated beforehand 
to members.   
 
The minute was approved and adopted on a proposal by Stan Grycuk 
and seconded by Jim Stott. 

  
1.3 Matters arising from the Previous Minutes: 

 
Martin Milne raised the issue that was raised in 2018 concerning the 
management issues at the Ashdale Hall.  Lynn noted that the hall was under 
new management and she had made bookings until 2021. 
 
There were no further matters arising from the previous minutes as all actions 
discussed had been implemented. 
 

2. Honorary Secretary’s Report 

The Honorary Secretary’s Reports had been circulated beforehand to 
members.   
 
On a proposal by Fiona Wilson seconded Lynne Cursiter, the Honorary 
Secretary’s Report was unanimously adopted.  
 

Isobel McMillan commented on how much the committee does which is not 
obvious unless you were on committee.  
 

3. Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

The accounts for the year and statistics from our classes and events 
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throughout the year had been circulated beforehand to members.  
 
Fiona Taylor noted that she had had three queries on the accounts: 
 

a. The £10 expense for the Christmas Dance 2019 was the cost of the 
licence to serve alcohol which had to be purchased in advance 

b. £85 in Miscellaneous – this was for the Hall for the Beginners’ 
Afternoon Tea Dance which was paid after the end of the year 
accounts. 

c. The helpers at the Thursday afternoon Introductory/Improvers class 
had not been included in the total attendance figures – there should be 
22 average attending. 

 
On a proposal by Vi Lorimer and seconded by Martin Milne, the 
Treasurer’s Report was accepted.  
 

3.1 Children and Young Person’s Fund 
In 2018 £1,000 had been agreed for this fund.  The committee would like to 
propose £2,000 for 2019-2020 as they had agreed to sponsor two young 
people to Summer School this year.  Normally they would be encouraged to 
apply for a scholarship from HQ, but had applied too late.  Martha Harris 
asked if this was intended to be an annual scholarship.  Lynn Wood noted 
that we had a policy for this scholarship which was for a maximum of two 
people per year.  It was noted that £690 (with a fund of £1000 agreed) had 
been spent during the year (Children’s Party Dance, Aberdeen Festival entry 
fees).   
 
The fund of £2,000 was agreed by the AGM for the Children and Young 
Person’s Fund and was agreed on a show of hands with all in favour. 
 

4. Report from Headquarters 
As members had regular copies of the Scottish Country Dancer they were 
familiar with Headquarters' news.   
 
Two members of the Aberdeen Branch were on committees and gave 
reports: 
 
Membership Services Committee – submitted by Angela Young 
This has been my second year serving on the Membership Services and it’s 
been an incredibly busy one - lots of work and lots of discussion about what 
this committee is for.  
 
Having looked after the recording of the Book 52 videos, I ended up looking 
after them through to the publication on YouTube - different responsibilities 
sit with the RSCDS publishing videos compared to branches and individuals, 
as member’s expectations are of a high standard and that these videos will 
show the definitive version of the dance. 
 
The decision to make the 2019 publication significantly different to previous 
books has led to varied and interesting research.  First the branches survey 



RSCDS Aberdeen Branch AGM Minutes 2019 

Page 5 of 9 
 

RSCDS Aberdeen Branch is a Registered Charity No: SC024738 
 

 

to choose “30 More Popular Dances” with selections sent from around the 
world, and my role in managing both the Branch responses, and individual 
replies to every branch.  Since then I’ve been responsible for contacting all 
the devisers, composers, families to discuss firstly permission to publish but 
fascinatingly, finding out the origins of each dance, the people behind them, 
the stories and the places that inspired them. Some devisers are elderly and 
not on email so this has taken time.  
 
The aim is to make this a book with something for everyone as we include 
photos, background information and music on 30 dances that are firmly part 
of the global dance repertoire but not seen as necessarily RSCDS dances - 
from The White Heather Jig to Ian Powrie’s Farewell to Auchterarder.  I’m 
thoroughly enjoying this work but as you can imagine there’s a lot to do!  
 
As well as the book we’ll have a new CD and a CD compilation so that 
everyone has music for this collection - All to be published in time for 
November and the Autumn Gathering.  We will be running a session at the 
Autumn Gathering Teachers’ Conference in Perth to share all this and more 
about the book, as well as giving an opportunity for teachers to contribute to 
discussions about future books.  
 
As well as the new book, I’ve been involved in the video project finding a way 
to make that progress - a great idea, it is however a mammoth amount of 
work and we need to streamline that. 
 
Discussing the way forward for MS is at the forefront of our thoughts - new 
dances, historical reprints, videos, recordings, downloads - and again there’ll 
be a second session at the Autumn Gathering for all to contribute 
to.  Currently I’m involved in discussions with Coates Crescent on a calendar 
for 2020 and have been asked to be on a Marketing working group - just part 
of the busy integrated role that MS has in the RSCDS. 
 

Additionally we deal with queries on dances, recordings, compilation 
publications as well as managing website issues and some 
issues/publications that have been handed on from previous committees - I 
really hope we can eventually resolve these. 
 
Summer School Report – Jim Stott 
Jim is the Summer Schools Director and works with the Education and 
Training committee. 
 
I am coming to the end of my term of office as Summer School Director. It 
has been a great privilege for me to run the premier event for the RSCDS for 
the past four years. It has provided many challenges. 
 
During my spell in office I have introduced many new staff, new musicians 
and have introduced Junior Summer School. This was only possible as I had 
a background in working with young people as a teacher and had a 
knowledge of Child Protection.  Last year I introduced a class for the teenage 
group.  Again, this proved very popular. It was great to see young people 
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from all over the world coming together and having great fun on the dance 
floor.  Many new lifelong friendships were made. 
 
The other big change I instigated was the 2 week Director position. It seemed 
to me that not many people could do 4 weeks at Summer School any more.  I 
put a paper to the Management Board and they accepted the new structure.  
This year I have worked with my Co-Director and it has worked very well. We 
arranged two weeks of Summer School separately.  I would suggest that next 
year the Director arranges the whole 4 weeks on her own.  This ensures that 
there is only one person communicating with HQ and making the important 
decisions on staffing and timetabling.  I am not sure that a two week term is 
the answer.  It has still been difficult to get anyone to apply for the vacant 
post.  I feel that someone could organise the staffing and timetables and 
there could be a Director for each week. Issues surrounding the 
Demonstrations in SCD, Step and Highland need to be tackled soon.  The 
way forward here will be an issue for my successors. 
 
I think that there are still challenges ahead. The lower numbers attending 
weeks 1 and 2 are troubling me. The atmosphere is definitely not the same, 
especially in the party room and the Younger Hall. Discussion on 
encouraging more people to attend these two weeks needs to take place. At 
a recent meeting it was agreed to continue to have 4 weeks at St Andrews 
and try to up the numbers in weeks 1 and 2. New musicians and teachers are 
desperately needed. We need to be pro-active and give more people the 
opportunity to teach at St Andrews. Before I demit office I would like to get 
the staffing forms updated.  With my current co-director I think we could get 
these through Education and Training before Malcolm finishes as Convener. 
 
I have introduced some new staff during weeks 1 and 2. They are delighted. I 
am especially pleased to see some new musicians who have not attended 
Summer School before. They need to be nurtured to return in future years. 
Numbers are similar to last year. 
 
The certificate course is being tutored by Andrew Nolan. The musician is 
George Meikle. There are 6 candidates and one external candidate is 
attending to re-sit Unit 3. 
 
Susan McFadyen is the Depute Director on weeks 1 and 2. I am delighted 
that a musician has been appointed as Depute for the first time at Summer 
School. She is really looking forward to it. 
 
All staff attending Summer School have been asked to complete PVG forms 
if appropriate to their country. 
 
The organisation of Summer School for 2019 is almost complete. We are 
ahead of last year. 
 
I wish my successors all the best for the future. I am sure Summer School will 
continue for years to come. I leave it in good heart and look forward to 
attending again in future years. 
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Current Developments: 
New DAA (Dance Achievement Award) course which includes new dances 
and Assessment procedures.  There has been an initial training course for 
assessors and the dances have been recorded by RSCDS Craigiebuckler 
and were considered vital to the training course.   
 
A new Core Training Qualification is being worked on and the new training 
certificate is well advanced.  
 

5.1 Appointment of Honorary President 
 

The appointment of Lesley Martin, as Honorary President was confirmed.   
 

5.2 Appointment of Honorary Vice-President 
 

The appointment of Jane Leys as Honorary Vice-President was confirmed. 
 

6.0 Election of Chairman     Nominee – Clare Grycuk 
 

Clare Grycuk was proposed by Sheila Bain and seconded by Louise Msika.  
 
This was approved by the meeting. 
 

6.1 Election of Vice-Chairman    Nominee – Lynne Cursiter 
 

This was proposed by Isobel McMillan and seconded by Vi Lorimer. 
  
This was approved by the meeting.   
 

6.2 Election of Honorary Secretary    Nominee –  Lynn Wood 
 

Proposed by Gordon McRuvie and seconded by Lynda Wyer.  There being 
no other nomination, Lynn Wood was duly elected as Honorary Secretary. 
 

6.3 Election of Honorary Treasurer.  Nominee – Fiona Taylor 
 
Proposed by Frank Thomson and seconded by Sheila Bain.  There being no 
other nomination, Fiona Taylor was duly elected as Honorary Treasurer. 
 

6.4 Election of Committee Members to replace those retiring 
 
Nominations received: 
 

Sally Lawton – proposed by Lynn Wood and seconded by Fiona Lawson. 
  
Martin Milne – proposed by William Stuart and seconded by Lynn Wood. 
 
There was still a vacancy for a committee member for 3 years, and 
nominations were invited from the floor. 
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Isobel McMillan nominated Fiona McIver, seconded by Jim Stott for the 

vacancy. 
 
With no further nominations Sally Lawton, Martin Milne and Fiona McIver  
were duly elected to serve on the Committee for three years. 
  

6.5 Election of Delegates to the 2019 Society AGM 
 
Members were reminded that its size entitles the Branch to have up to four 
AGM delegates, three of which were the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Secretary.  Nominations were requested from the floor for one other 
delegates for the AGM in Perth in 2019. 
 
Isobel McMillan volunteered.   
 
With no further nominations from the floor these delegates were approved. 
 

7. Appointment of Honorary Auditor 
 

The committee recommended that Ruth Housden be appointed again for 
2019-20. This was approved by the meeting. 
 

8. Motions 

The committee had put forward a motion from a point made at the previous 
AGM in 2018 concerning the order of the AGM. This motion had been 
circulated to the membership prior to the AGM.  Clare Grycuk explained the 
background to the motion: it had been raised and minuted at the Branch AGM 
in 1978 but had never been ratified and added to the constitution.  She then 
read out the changes that were proposed.   
 
Brian Anderson queried that 8.8 is referred to in the background information 

given to the members but queried the wording of 8.4. 
Clare Grycuk responded that section 8.4 was clarifying points that the 

committee felt were missing from the current constitution referring to protocol 
of how a new chairman should be elected, or if there was competing 
nominations for the post of chairman.  She agreed to discuss this with 
committee and a solicitor and to re-present to members at the AGM in 2020. 
 
Walter Sutherland queried the order of the AGM that the committee 
proposed.  He felt that the AOCB section should also be handled by the 
current chairman (not by the new chairman).  
 
Bruce Wyer proposed a motion that the committee re-discuss the new 
proposal to clarify the points and an Special General Meeting be convened 
for this point. 
 
Martha Harris suggested that the committee could just change the order of 
the AGM so that the election of the Chairman is the final item. 
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A vote was taken on the following point: Should the current chairman take 
over after AOCB?   
26 voted for this, 2 abstained and 9 voted against. 
 
David MacKenzie noted a Point of Order that the motion by Bruce Wyer had 
not been seconded.   
 
Bruce Wyer agreed that he would withdraw his proposal as the membership 

had voted to return the point to the committee. 
 

9. Any other Competent Business 
Fiona McIver noted that she wished to personally thank Sheila Bain and Billy 

Stuart and Bob Hosie for supporting her Introductory/Improvers class. 
Doris Young thanked the committee for agreeing two members of the 

RSCDS Craigiebuckler class should get a scholarship to the Summer School 
from the Branch. 
 

9.1 Membership Fees 2019-2020 

Clare noted that at the HQ AGM in November, membership fees would not 
increase and there would be no increase in local membership fees.  The local 
membership fees are £25 in total: £20 is to HQ and £5 is to the Branch. 
 

10. Close of Meeting 
There being no other business, Clare Grycuk thanked all those who had 
attended.     
 
Clare Grycuk thanked Jean Martin, Paul McKnight and Edna Ewen for their 
work and support on committee/ 
 
The meeting thereafter closed with thanks to the Chair. 
 

11. Date of next Branch AGM 

This was set to 15th June 2020 at Girl Guide Headquarters. 
 


