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The following 54 members of the Branch voted prior to the AGM using the 
Chairman, Clare Grycuk, as their proxy.  
 

Brian Anderson, Sheila Bain, Kathleen Bruce, Elizabeth Bulloch, Gordon Bulloch, 
Sheila Cameron, Robert Carr, Bob Clark, Helen Crawford, Lynne Cursiter, Anne 
Findlay, Sheila Fyfe, Willie Fyfe, David Geddes, Lezley Graham, Clare Grycuk, 
Stan Grycuk,  Mark Haggar, Dawson Henderson, Linda Henderson, Doris 
Hepburn, Jackie Keith, Max Keith, Ken Lawton, Sally Lawton, Vi Lorimer, Jean 
Martin, Elly McDonald, Heather McDonald,  Linda McDonald, Fiona McIver, Paul 
McKnight, Michele McLeod, Isobel McMillan, Martin Milne, Tina Mousley, Louise 
Msika, Anne Newlands, Doug Newlands, June Raitt, Sally Russell, Anna Smail, 
Sheila Smith, Norman Stephen, Margaret Stephen, James Stott, Carole Stuart, 
William Stuart, Walter Sutherland, Fiona Taylor, Frank Thomson, Evelyn Tough, 
Norah Wilson, Lynn Wood. 
 
1 Chairman’s Opening Remarks 

 
Good evening everyone and welcome to the Aberdeen AGM which should 
have taken place on 15th June but was postponed due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic and is now being held on Zoom with just the committee members 
in attendance and is being recorded for Branch members to view later via a 
link.  We realise that this is not the way we would wish to conduct the AGM 
but these are unpredictable times and the committee felt this was the best 
way forward in that it was inclusive for all members. So, to introduce our 
committee members: Lynne Cursiter our vice chair, Lynn Wood, our 
secretary, Fiona Taylor, our treasurer, and the committee members, Gail 
Fraser, Anne Findlay, Vi Lorimer, Linda McDonald, Fiona McIver, Isobel 
McMIllan, Martin Milne, Norman Stephen, with apologies from Sally Lawton 
who is unable to be here tonight.   
 
This AGM will deal with essential business only, that is, the approval of the 
reports and elections to the committee.  Any motions will be held over until a 
face to face AGM can be conducted.  Questions and comments which have 
been posed to the committee will be answered during the AGM.  
 
So sit back and enjoy our AGM by Proxy, hopefully a first and a last.   
 
I must admit I never imagined for one moment that when I finished chairing 
the AGM last year that we would be holding our 2020 AGM remotely.  It 
continues to be a strange and challenging year forcing us to be adaptable 
and flexible and accommodate new ways of working.  Only 6 months ago 
many of us had never even heard of Zoom and now it is an accepted part of 
our vocabulary along with ‘socially distanced’,’ face mask’ and ‘hand 
sanitiser.’ 

Minutes of the 92nd Annual General Meeting of the Aberdeen 
Branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society. 

Held on Zoom by Proxy on 22nd September 2020 



RSCDS Aberdeen Branch AGM Minutes 2020 

Page 2 of 8 
 

RSCDS Aberdeen Branch is a Registered Charity No: SC024738 
 

 

 
Of course, this has impacted hugely on our dancing with our last Branch 
dance being held on Friday 13 March, but prior to that we had a full 
programme of dancing. 
 
Our summer socials brought much pleasure to our dancers in 2019 with 
different MCs each week and a variety of musicians on different instruments 
with their own unique sound. As with all events, dancers can talk and the  
intervals seemed to last longer each week helped along with the 
refreshments and ice lollies.  We had an average of 55 dancers each week 
which is a healthy number for the summer season. 
 
When the classes started in September, as a new initiative, we decided to 
trial online payment as this had proved successful for the Away Weekend.  
The Monday night class was chosen and dancers have taken advantage of 
the facility so we hope to roll it out at other classes. It is much easier, 
convenient and progressive. 
 
Also, as a new initiative, we invited teachers to send a resume to the dancers  
of the techniques and dances which had been  taught at the class and this 
has been much appreciated as a means of keeping in touch and a record of 
what dancers have achieved over the term.  We can also revisit dances and, 
of course, the   keen beans can always practise their steps at home. 
 
On the subject of teachers, I am pleased to report that the Branch funded 
Paul McKnight and Louise Msika with their teaching certificates in 2019.  Paul 
has passed Unit 3 and Louise has completed Unit 5 and is now a qualified 
teacher and indeed teaching our Monday night General with Technique 
Class.  Huge congratulations to both and well done. 
 
As regards dancing together, we wanted to cater for all levels and experience 
so that we were not excluding anyone.  With this in mind we had the 
Beginners’ Dance in February 2020 with over 50 attending with simple 
dances specifically chosen.  We had the summer and winter socials in 2019-
20 with a mixture of simple and more unusual dances to suit all levels of 
experience.  Angela Young ran a class based on the book ’30 Popular 
Dances’ and published by the Society.  Angela was heavily involved in the 
production of the book and it was just great to revisit some of the much loved 
dances.  Finally, we had planned a challenging dance to run in April for the 
more experienced dancers where they would be required to remember 
complex formations and steps.  Unfortunately, we had to cancel this.  
However, we hope the challenging dance can take place next year which is 
another reason for logging on to the DSAH (Dance Scottish At Home) 
Wednesday night class to give our muscles and memory a workout.  
 
Our young dancers continue to dance with energy and vitality, tackling their 
medal tests with great aplomb and showing no sign of nerves.  They achieve 
super results and thanks must go to their teachers and helpers.  Indeed, 
some of them are using the virtual Wednesday class to achieve their Duke of 
Edinburgh skill section in dancing.  This is a perfect example of being 



RSCDS Aberdeen Branch AGM Minutes 2020 

Page 3 of 8 
 

RSCDS Aberdeen Branch is a Registered Charity No: SC024738 
 

 

adaptable in our current situation.  Speaking of energy, as part of Global 
Youth week, we ran a children’s ceilidh in November 2019 and all I can say is 
that it was joyous chaos with kids everywhere.  Sheila Bain did a super job 
bringing some order but it was mainly giggles and laughter and in fact it was 
runner up in the ‘most liked video’ for Global Youth week in the RSCDS 
Facebook competition. 
 
I am so pleased to report that a huge cheer went up at the Perth AGM in 
2019 when our own Jim Stott received the Scroll of Honour.  Well done, Jim, 
the Aberdeen Branch is very proud of you for your huge contribution to 
Scottish Country Dancing. 
 
Since March we have been conducting our committee meetings on Zoom.  I 
don’t need to tell everyone that everything has been cancelled but we 
decided to contact those dancers not on email just to check they were fine 
and if they needed any help.  Many were very grateful to receive a friendly 
phone call and to feel that they had not been forgotten. 
 
We have also a Zoom account which teachers can use should they wish to 
run a chat session, say hi, or even take a class. This is currently being used 
by Fiona McIver and Kathleen Bruce to keep in touch with their classes and it 
has been very successful; with dancers being pleased to be able to stay 
connected. 
 
We have a few plans in the pipeline for our dancing family in the coming 
months.  We are planning a virtual ceilidh around the time it should have 
been our 95th Anniversary Ball, so watch this space for more details.  Please 
let us know if you have any suggestions you would like us to put in place. 
 
Finally, as my term of office has come to an end, it remains for me to thank 
the committee for being so easy to work with, good natured and open to 
ideas.   
I know we all hope fervently that we can dance together soon as so many of 
us enjoy the companionship, the banter and of course the music that is the 
hallmark of Scottish Country dancers worldwide. 
 
In the meantime, ‘say safe’, this can’t last forever. 
  
Clare Grycuk   Chair Aberdeen RSCDS 
 

1.1 As the meeting was run by Proxy by the Chairman, no apologies for 
absence were received. 
 

2 Approval of the Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 
The minute of the Meeting of 17th June 2019 had been circulated beforehand 
to members.   
 
There were 54 people voting with 50 people voting electronically and 4 paper 
votes.  4 voting papers were returned after the deadline and were not 
included in the count.  25 votes were needed for the AGM to be quorate and 
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this has been achieved.  Along with Clare Grycuk, Isobel McMillan and Vi 
Lorimer helped to count and verify the votes and were thanked by Clare. 
 
52 voted to approve the minutes with 2 abstentions and the report was 
duly approved. 
 
 

3 Honorary Secretary’s Report - Approval 

The Honorary Secretary’s Report had been circulated beforehand to 
members.   
 
54 voted to approve the report and the report was duly approved. 
 

4. Honorary Treasurer’s Report and Annual Accounts - Approval 

The accounts for the year and statistics from our classes and events 
throughout the year had been circulated beforehand to members.  
 
Financial Information due to Covid-19 

The Summer Socials, Away Weekend and 95th Anniversary Ball have all 
been cancelled since the accounts were done and refunds have been made. 
 
Children's Fund 

Includes payment for under 25s to attend Summer School 2020. The 
committee were to fund 2 young dancers from the Craigiebuckler class, one 
to the musicians’ course in week 3 and a dancer to week 4.  The cheque for 
£525.00 which was sent has now been destroyed by HQ. 
 
Away Weekend 

The hotel deposit is being kept by the hotel to pay for the 2021 weekend. 
 
A few deposits have been refunded to people who booked a place for 2020 
(at their request) and the rest have requested that their deposit is kept by the 
Branch.  These people are now booked on the Away Weekend in 2021. 
 
95th Ball 
Refunds have been made to people who have bought tickets.  This included 
overseas and UK dancers. 
 
Outstanding Cheques 

All cheques written up to the end of March are included but have not been 
paid. About £5000 worth of cheques were outstanding at the end of March. .  
 
The committee asked for comments and queries to be submitted prior to the 
AGM. 
 
Walter Sutherland asked some questions on the Annual Accounts: 
 
Firstly, on the Balance Sheet under “Assets Held - Not For Sale” he asked 
what the Miscellaneous Assets of £530 were made up of:-  
These are:-  3x urns £135 
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 3x Teapots £45 
 2x pop up banner £120 
 2x extension cables £30 
 Wireless microphone & cable  £200 

 
Secondly, on Appendix 2, “Social Events - Tea Party” he queried why the 
Ticket Sales were £521.50, a number not divisible by 5 (the ticket price being 
£5). 
 
This came about because we received a partial refund from The Treetops 
after we complained of the poor service and provisions at the event.  Rather 
than deduct it from the amount paid to The Treetops, which reflected the true 
cost of the event, this was regarded as income and added to the ticket sales. 
 
He queried under Notes to the Accounts, section 13, “Miscellaneous 
Payments” what the Miscellaneous purchases of £285 were. 
These are:- Microphone £148 

Keyboard Cover £97 
Jigs & Reels pack £40 

 
He also queried Notes to the Accounts, section 15, “Stock Value”, as to why 
there was a shortfall of £38 in the stock reconciliation from last year.  This 
has shown up a discrepancy in the accounts which is noted at this AGM and 
will be corrected in the accounts for financial year 2020/21.  
 
It does not affect the Income and Expenditure Account but on the Balance 
Sheet, the Stock Value is incorrect. 
 
The discrepancy arises because some items were not included in the Stock 
Count. 10x 9 for 90 Books and 10x 9 for 90 CD’s had been taken by a 

Branch member, on a Sale or Return basis, to sell at Days of Dance, Events 
etc over the summer of 2018.  This stock was handed over in Spring 2018 
and, in part, due to the changed social circumstances because of Covid-19, 
had been overlooked. 
 
Thus the number of books held is 13x (£90.48) and the number of CDs is 34x 
(£59.84) making the value of the Stock in Hand £150, instead of £63. 
 
The sale of Branch-generated, or bought-in products (such as ‘30 Popular 
Dances’ books), are a small part of our turnover and we do not operate a 
trading account for them. They are included in general income and 
expenditure.  It is something we will put to the new Committee (Finance Sub-
Committee) to consider a better way to track and present this information. 
 
For the above questions noted Clare thanked the Finance subcommittee: 
Norman Stephen, Martin Milne and Fiona Taylor for their work on the 
responses to Walter, which he has accepted. 
 
A second comment from Jean Martin had been received:  
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“We have over £42,000 in Branch funds.  Surely it is not necessary to retain 
such a large sum.  This has been growing for years now and I would like us 
to spend more to promote dancing.  I accept that recently we have sponsored 
two dancers to attend Summer School and also two people taking parts of 
the RSCDS teaching certificate, but I do consider that we could do more.  
 
The fees, RSCDS and Branch, have been set for this year but I think it would 
be a good idea if, next year 2021- 2022, we could waive the Branch fee for 
members to encourage more people to renew their membership and to 
encourage others to join.  In addition, the Branch should consider running a 
Certificate Class in conjunction with Airyhall.” 
 
Clare commented that Jean raises very valid points which the committee will 
consider and respond to.  
 
54 voted to approve the report and accounts which are duly approved. 
 

5 Re-Appointment of Honorary President 
 
53 voted to approve with 1 abstention.  Lesley Martin is confirmed as the 
Honorary President.  
 

6 Re-Appointment of Honorary Vice-President 
 

53 voted to approve with 1 abstention.  Jane Leys is confirmed as the 
Honorary Vice-President.  
 

7 Election of Chairman     Nominee – Lynne Cursiter 
 
Lynne Cursiter was proposed by Fiona Taylor and seconded by David 
MacDonald.  
 
49 voted to approve with 4 abstentions and 1 void (the box on the voting 
paper was not filled in). 
 
Lynne Cursiter was duly elected as the Chairman of the Branch.  
 

8 Election of Vice-Chairman    Nominee – Sheila Bain 
 

Sheila Bain was proposed by Jean Martin and seconded by Clare Grycuk. 
  
53 voted to approve with 1 abstention.  Sheila Bain was duly elected as the 
Vice-Chairman of the Branch.  
 

9 Election of Honorary Secretary    Nominee –  Lynn Wood 
 
Lynn Wood was proposed by Jane Leys and seconded by Jean Martin. 
 
54 voted to approve.  Lynn Wood was duly elected as the Secretary of the 
Branch.  
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10 Election of Honorary Treasurer.  Nominee – Fiona Taylor 
 
Fiona Taylor was proposed by Frank Thomson and seconded by Vi Lorimer. 
 
54 voted to approve.  Fiona Taylor was duly elected as the Treasurer of the 
Branch.  
 

11 Election of Committee Members to replace those retiring 
 
Nominations received: 
 

Elizabeth Bulloch – proposed by Doreen Adams and seconded by Brian 
Anderson. 
 
48 voted to approve and 6 abstentions.   
   
Helen Crawford – proposed by Lynn Wood and seconded by Kathleen 
Bruce. 
 
50 voted to approve with 4 abstentions. 
 
Tina Mousley – proposed by Isobel McMillan and seconded by Vi Lorimer. 

 
50 voted to approve with 4 abstentions. 
 
Elizabeth Bulloch, Helen Crawford and Tina Mousley were duly elected to 
serve on the Committee for three years. 
 
Congratulations to all new committee members. 
  

12 Appointment of Independent Examiner – Ruth Housden 
 
51 voted to approve with 3 void votes. 
 

Ruth Housden was confirmed as the Independent Examiner for 2020-2021.   
 

13 Close of Meeting 
That concluded the voting for the appointments and elections to the Branch 
and Clare noted that she would like to thank all those members who put in 
their voting forms and helped to make the AGM quorate. 
 
She thanked the whole committee for working and pulling together in these 
extraordinary times as it has been a challenge. 
 
Special thanks were given to Norman Stephen, Isobel McMillan and Vi 
Lorimer who are retiring from the committee for all their skills, commitment 
and energy. 
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She continued: ‘I wish the new committee every success as they take the 
Aberdeen Branch forward to 2021. 
 
Finally, it remains for me to virtually hand over the Chain of Office to Lynne 
Cursiter, our new Chairman’.  
 
The meeting thereafter closed with thanks to the Chair for her commitment 
and leadership over the 2 years. 
 

 


